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  FIGURE 8.1    Executions in Texas since 1983
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Source: Death Penalty Information Center, “Death Sentences in the United States from 1977 by State and by Year,” www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/death-
sentences-united-states-1977-2008 (July 27, 2016).

them through, or is his conduct impulsive?” Based on the Texas interpretation of the 
Atkins decision, Marvin Wilson’s execution went through, despite a national outcry. 
A few years after Atkins, in Roper v. Simmons,52 the U.S. Supreme Court further ruled 
that juveniles could no longer be subject to the death penalty. The case of Scott Panetti, 
discussed briefly in the opening of this chapter, led to the follow-up case that requires 
the individual to be executed have a “rational understanding” of why he or she is to be 
executed. This is a requirement that applies to juveniles and adults.53

Texas stands at a crossroads with regard to death penalty convictions. On the one 
hand, Texas continues to favor and utilize the death penalty more than other states 
and most other countries in the world. Between 1982 and July 2014, Texas executed 
515 individuals using lethal injection. Texas executes far more people than any other 
state in the United States and has carried out almost 37 percent of all executions in 
the country since 1976. The next two states are Oklahoma with 111 executions and 
Virginia with 110 executions. Most executions in the United States occur in the South. 
These executions account for approximately 82 percent of all executions in the country 
since 1976. Texas not only leads the nation in executions but also consistently ranks 
among the top ten countries worldwide in them (see How Texas Government Works, 
page 254).

On the other hand, Texas’s use of the death penalty has decreased in recent years and 
is becoming less popular across the country. Eighteen states have abolished the death 
penalty, with one-third of those instances occurring since 2007. Internationally, the 
death penalty has also become increasingly unpopular. Currently, 140 countries ban the 
death penalty, including all Western industrialized countries except the United States. In 
Europe, opposition to the death penalty has become so potent that European countries 


